	Word Study Term
	Definition 

	Affix
	Most commonly a suffix or prefix attached to a base word, stem, or root

	Affixation
	The process of attaching a word part, such as a prefix or suffix to a base word, stem, or root

	Alternation patterns
	The regular pattern of change in moving from one form of a word to another:  admire/admiration, perspire/perspiration, declare/declaration

	Base word
	A word to which prefixes and/or suffixes are added.  For example, the base word of unwholesome is whole

	Consonant blends
	Made of two or three letter sequences that are blended together.  There are l – blends (bl, cl, fl,gl, pl, sl), r – blends (br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr), and s – blends (sc, scr, sk, sp, st, squ, sw).  Although the letter-sounds are blended together quickly, each one is pronounced.  A two – letter blend represents three sounds.  Consonant blends occurring at the beginning of words are onsets.

	Closed sorts
	Word sorts that classify words into predetermined categories.

	Closed syllable
	A closed syllable ends with or is “closed” by a consonant sound. 

	Consonant alteration
	The process in which the pronunciation of consonants changes in the base or root of derivationally related words, while the spelling does not change.  For example:  sign to signal, music to musician

	Digraph
	Two letters that represent one sound.  There are consonant digraphs and vowel digraphs, though the term most commonly refers to consonant digraphs.  Common consonant digraphs include:  sh, ch, th, and wh.  Consonant digraphs at the beginning of words are onsets.

	Diphthong
	A complex speech sound beginning with one vowel sound and moving to another within the same syllable.  The oy in boy is a diphthong as is the oi in noise.


